
A striking spirit of optimism, a 
glowing example of “down, but not 
out,” prevailed in Astoria despite 
the misfortune which had eaten out 
its heart. Statements made by the 
mayor, city officials and prominent 
businessmen, pausing long enough 
in their work of fire fighting, salvage 
and relief work to take cognizance of 
assistance and expressions of sympa-
thy from outside, bear it out. A for-
ward-looking spirit prevailed. In his 
battered office in the scorched city 
hall, its ceilings dripping water and 
its windows partly shattered and still 
giving way periodically to thundering 
detonations from ruins in the street, 
Mayor James Bremner had this to say:
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CITY INTELLIGENCE
Common Council. The regular month-
ly meeting of the City Council will be 
held this evening.

Street Work. In accordance with in-
structions from the Common Council, 
Court Street is being filled to a prop-
er level.

Tall Grass. We have specimens of clo-
ver five feet in height from the roots, 
which grow in the garden at Mrs. 
Brock’s, Astoria.

Mechanical. Mr. G. W. Lamb of this 
city is a skillful mechanic, and has 
rendered us valuable assistance in 
settling things about our new press.

Out of Sorts. For the want of certain 
letters in the alphabet which the type 
founders neglected to send with the 
bulk of the type ordered, much that 
we wished to say to-day in the first 
issue of the Astorian is necessarily 
omitted.

High Tariffs. People living on Gray’s 
Harbor pay $40 a ton freight on flour 
and provisions. Some of our Astoria 
crafts ought to prospect this lead, 
and furnish supplies from here in-
stead of compelling these settlers to 
go so far overland to Olympia. 

Grading. The County Court having 
ordered that the Courthouse block be 
filled as required by the established 
grade, work has been commenced 
upon the job. A tram-way has been 
put down to the bluff, and the earth 
is taken to the block in cars. 

Cement Rock. At our request Prof F. 
Hopkins of this city made a test of 
some rock he has discovered which 
settles the matter in our mind, that 
there exists in Clatsop county a lodge 
of stone that will produce a better 
article than the famous Portland ce-
ment. We shall allude to this test in 
detail soon.

Chowder Club. Astoria has a Chow-
der Club, organized under the general 
constitution of the Winship Clubs of 
this coast. T. J. Winship, the instiga-
tor of them, and for whom they are 
named, has presented to Astoria Club 
No. 1 a chest containing the entire 
outfit, and any member of the Club is 
entitled to the use of the chest when-
ever he wishes to entertain a party of 
friends at a Clam Chowder.

Leather Business. The almost inex-
haustible supply of Hemlock bark for 
tanning purposes, to be had in Clat-
sop county warrants the assertion 
that in the course of time the leather 
business alone will be sufficient to 
maintain here a population of thou-
sands. 

Insane. A young man named Gill, 
who came to Oregon as a sailor from 
a foreign port a few months ago and 
was discharged in Portland, attempt-
ed to commit suicide on the 20th, by 
cutting his throat. He was sent to 
Astoria by Messrs. Hume & Co. in 
charge of John Gilbert, and the cut 
was stitched by Dr. Kinsey. After re-
maining here until he was able to un-
dergo an examination he was taken 
to Monticello and turned over to the 
authorities as an insane person and 
would be committed to the Asylum 
at Steilacoom

Fourth of July. At a meeting of cit-
izens of Astoria held at the Court-
house on the evening of June 17th, 
for the purpose of taking steps to-
ward celebrating the 4th of July, Rev. 
T. A. Hyland was called to the chair, 
and James W. Welch chosen secretary. 
The meeting resolved to have a cele-
bration, and appointed a general com-
mittee of arrangements as follows: J. 
H. D. Gray, James Welch, W. H. Twi-
light, Harry Spedden, and W. W. Park-
er. It was further moved that two la-
dies be added to the committee, when 
Miss Mary Taylor and Miss Florence 
Van Dusen were chosen to represent 
the ladies of the city. The committee 
thus formed have met from time to 
time and are arranging for a suitable 
observance of the national holiday. 
A meeting will be held this evening 
at the Congregational Church. In our 
next issue we shall be able to publish 
the programme of exercises.

CENSUS BUREAU 
REPORTS LATEST 
POPULATION DATA
The U.S. Census Bureau reports that 
the current population of Astoria is 
9,477, a slight drop from the city’s 
population of 9,813 in 2000. The pop-
ulation of Astoria, which grew rap-
idly in the second half of the 1800s, 
peaked in the early-1920s and has 
remained relatively constant since 
1930.

Year            Population
1860........................ 250
1870........................ 639
1880...................... 1,803
1890...................... 6,184
1900...................... 8,831
1910...................... 9,599
1920.................... 14,027
1930.................... 10,349
1940.................... 10,389
1950.................... 12,331
1960.................... 11,239
1970.................... 10,244
1980...................... 9,998
1990.................... 10,069
2000...................... 9,813
2010...................... 9,477
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Any friend who feels an interest in the 
prosperity of this region, is authorized 
to act as Agent for this paper, in pro-
curing subscribers.

BUSINESS DISTRICT RAZED;
VANDALISM SUSPECTED

December 9, 1922—The business 
district of Oregon’s oldest city is in 
ruins, hundreds of persons are home-
less, and property loss estimated 
around $15,000,000 has been caused 
by a fire which earlier today broke out 
in a restaurant and was soon beyond 
control of local firemen who resort-
ed to dynamiting in a vain effort to 
stop the conflagration.  For ten hours 
the flames held sway, cutting an ev-
er-widening path through the city un-
til shortly after noon.  At that time, 
largely because it had burned itself 
out, the fire was under control.

Banks, newspaper plants, hotels, 
stores, theaters and numerous build-
ings housing a variety of business

FIRE RAVAGES DOWNTOWN
OPTIMISM REIGNS; RELIEF 

EFFORTS UNDERWAY

places were wiped out.  According 
to Fire Chief S. B. Foster, the rapid 
spread of the fire had been caused by 
flames eating their way beneath the 
paved streets, attacking the creosot-
ed pilings which provide the support 
for the pavement. He attributed the 
disaster to failure to fill in the space 
beneath the pilings.  

Vandalism was responsible for 
the conflagration, according to both 
Mayor Bremner and Chief of Police 
Carlson, and local radicals are under 
suspicion. “I am certain that the fire 
was incendiary,” said Mayor Bremner, 
“and I am likewise certain that radi-
calism is responsible for the horrible 
deed. Of course there will be a more 
thorough investigation than has been 
possible today. When it is over I am 
sure it will be established that the 
fire was set.” An investigation proved 
that the fire at the outset began in 
two separate places simultaneously. 
At least a dozen citizens who were in 
the vicinity of the Bee Hive depart-
ment store when the conflagration 
started said they were certain that 
two restaurants at either side of the 
department store were raging furnac-
es, while the store showed no sign of 
fire.

Thirty blocks were wiped out 
by flames.  Many homes in the old-
er residence district were destroyed 
and about 50 families living in an 
apartment house were made home-
less. One prominent citizen is dead 
from heart disease, brought on by the 
strenuous work of fire fighting. He is 
Norris Staples, president of the Com-
mercial Savings bank and of the new 
Columbia Hotel Building company. 
His death occurred at 4 A.M. at the 
height of the inferno. 

The body of C. J. Smith, a transient, 
was found hanging under the sidewalk 
but whether he had ended his life be-
cause of the fire or for other reasons 
the police were unable to learn.
The Astoria banks will not be able 

to resume business for at least 48 
hours, according to local bankers. 
It will require that time to cool the 
vaults so that they can be opened. All 
of the banks are in excellent finan-
cial condition and will not require a 
great deal of outside aid in order to 
get started again.

“We’ve got no town left, but we’ve 
still got the best harbor on the Pa-
cific coast. We will start rebuilding 
at once on the old site. These things 
have happened before; to us, to San 
Francisco, to Chicago and many other 
cities, yet folk have gone ahead and 
built bigger and better cities on the 
site. We hope to do just that.” 

Every restaurant and hotel in the 
city had been destroyed and stocks 
of food in the stores had been wiped 
out, so there was prospect of suffer-
ing. Astorians were assured of help 
from Portland and Seaside.  The Y.  
M. C. A. building, which was outside 
the fire zone, was opened as the head-
quarters of all welfare agencies.

Portland bakeries sent loads of 
bread and Seaside sent word that the 
hotel there was open to receive those 
without shelter and a large number of 
summer cottages at the beach resorts 
also were to be offered to the home-
less.  Homes in the residence district 
also were thrown open to give aid and 
food to the needy.

The Oregon national guard, at 
the command of Adjutant-General 
White, threw its resources into the 
breach yesterday in the emergency of 
providing food and sleeping accom-
modations to the hundreds of Astoria 
people rendered homeless by the fire. 
Upon request from Astoria equip-
ment sufficient to care for the needs 
of 1,000 or more people was hurried 
to Astoria on the train last night in 
charge of a detachment of men. Sup-
plies sufficient to care for 3,000 per-
sons were made ready at the supply 
depot at Clackamas, 180 officers and 
men were assembled at the Portland 
armory and the Spokane, Portland & 
Seattle railroad was asked to have 
a special train ready for a possible 
emergency.

Five thousand dollars was pledged 
for the relief of Astoria at the meeting 
of the Oregon Hotel Men’s association 
yesterday. The hotel men were in their 
annual convention when the distress 
of Astoria was learned. A proposal 
to raise $5,000 was quickly responded 
to, E. V. Hauser contributing $1,000 in 
the name of the Multnomah, and the 
remaining $4,000 was subscribed late 
in the afternoon.

The conflagration raced through downtown, razing nearly every building in a 
matter of several hours. The view east on Bond Street shows the devastation.

The Astoria Savings Bank
CAPITAL PAID IN $100,000. SURPLUS $35,000

Odd Fellows Building              Tenth Street.                 

ASTORIA, OREGON

Transacts a General Banking Business
Acts as trustee for corporations and individuals

Interest paid on time deposits
High grade securities bought and sold.

Columbia Transportation Company
FOR PORTLAND!

Through Freight on Fast Time

THE NEW STEAMER

Which has been specially built for the comfort of passengers will leave
Wilson & Fisher’s Dock every

Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 6A.M. arriving at Portland at 1P.M.
Returning leaves Portland every 

Tuesday and Thursday arriving at Astoria at 1P.M.

U.B. Scott, President

Judicious Advertising Pays

Fitting Climax to 
One Hundred Years 
of City’s Prosperity

This powder never varies. A marvel of 
purity, strength and wholesomeness. More 
economical than the ordinary kinds, and can 
not be sold in competition with the multitude 
of low test, short weight, alum or phosphate 
powders. Sold only in cans. ROYAL 
BAKING POWDER CO. 106 Wall-st., N. Y.

CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION

American Flag Lowered; 
City Renamed ‘Fort George’
December 12, 1813—In a ceremony 
at once painful to those Americans 
watching and loudly celebrated by the 
British-Canadians present,  Captain 
Black  of the British sloop-of-war 
Raccoon officially took possession 
of Astoria. Captain Black ordered 
the hauling down of the American 
flag and the running up of the Brit-
ish Union Jack and re-christened the 
place Fort George after the present 
British monarch, King George III, 
the same ruler who presided over the 
British defeat in the American War of 
Independence. 

Prior to this occurrence, partners 
in John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur 
Company sold their interests to the 
British North West Company, turning 
over the fort and storehouses at Asto-
ria. Only several weeks later, British 
forces arrived ahead of U.S. military 
reinforcements hoped for. Under the 
present circumstances of hostilities 
between the United States and Great 
Britain, further changes in the city’s 
status are anticipated.

BRITISH TAKE 
ASTORIA

Wilson & Fisher
Ship Chandlers,
HEAVY AND SHELF

HARDWARE
Paints, Oils, and Varnish.

LOGGERS SUPPLIES

PROVISIONS
AND

MILL FEED
AGENTS FOR

Salem Flouring Mills, 
Portland Roller Mills, 

Capitol Flour, and

FAIRBANKS’ SCALES
ASTORIA, OREGON.

ASTORIA IRON WORKS
Benton Street, Near Parker House

ASTORIA, OREGON.

GENERAL MACHINISTS AND

BOILER MAKERS.

LAND and MARINE ENGINES
Boiler Work, Steamboat Work

and Cannery Work a spe-
cialty

CASTINGS,
of all Descriptions made to 

Order at Short Notice.

Furniture and Upholstering,
Mattresses Made and Repaired.

Paper Hanging, Carpets Sewed 
and Laid.

Furniture Sold on Commission.
Shop corner Main and Jefferson Streets

MARTIN OLSEN.

WYATT & THOMPSON.
—KEEP—

CONSTANTLY ON HAND
A Full Stock of 

Canned Fresh Mackeral, 
   Canned Fresh Codfish,
      Canned Fresh Finnan Haddies,
          Canned Shrimps,
              Canned Roast Beef
Canned Chicken, 
    Canned Pig’s Feet,
       Atmore’s Plum Pudding,
            Atmore’s Minced Meat,
               Epp’s Cocoa,
                   Ground Chocolate,
		
A Fine Assortment of Canned Vegetables, etc.

ECLIPSE 
MARKET.

West-Eighth Street, near 
the O. S. N. Co’s Wharf.

JOHN W. WELCH......Proprietor

GENERAL ASSORTMENT OF FAMI-
LY Groceries, and the various kinds of 

first-class Meats and Fish, furnished in best 
style at the market, or delivered to any part 
of the city. Orders given to the messengers, 
or left at the market, will be promptly filled. 

My endeavor will be, by prompt attention 
and fair dealing, to please my patrons. 

All kinds of country produce taken in 
exchange for goods, and delivered for free. 

Give me a call.

A

April 12, 1911—An even hundred 
years ago, the good ship Tonquin, 
owned by John Jacob Astor, sailed 
into the mouth of the Columbia River, 
rode over the bar and anchored ten 
miles up the river in the cove opposite 
what has now become Astoria. The 
Tonquin brought the first white man 
to the great Oregon country which at 
that time embraced all the land from 
which the Stales of Oregon, Washing-
ton and Idaho have since been carved. 
It is in celebration of this settlement 
that the Astoria Centennial was pro-
jected. The pageant will be opened 
with simple ceremonies on August 9. 
The public opening will be the following 
day and the Centennial will continue 
for thirty days, or until September 9.

The Legislature of the State of Or-
egon appropriated $50,000 toward the 
expense of the Centennial. Clatsop 
County made a special tax levy which 
brought $25,000 additional funds to 
the committee; Colonel John Jacob 
Astor, of New York City, donated 
$10,000 to the cause and the business-
men of Astoria contributed $50,000. 
Additional subscriptions from the 
transportation companies and Port-
land businessmen have brought the 
available sinews of war up to $150,000. 
Tourists from all parts of the United 
States will be able to travel to the As-
toria Centennial at reduced railroad 
rates and stop at all the principal 
places of interest en route. 

This Centennial celebration is the 
only official exposition on the Pacific 
Coast this year and offers the follow-
ing attractions: Pacific Coast Motor 
Speed Boat regatta with $12,000 in 
cash prizes, lasting one week: Sep-
tember 4 to September 8 inclusive. At 
this regatta the free-for-all champion-
ship will be decided and $5,000 is the 
prize money for this one event alone. 
Practically every Coastal city will en-
ter a boat and craft will be entered 
from Peoria, Illinois, and several 
boats are expected from the Atlan-
tic seaboard. The displacement boat 
championship will also be decided at 
this regatta as will supremacy in the 
fishing craft classes, sail rigged hulls, 
sculling contests, tub races, canoe 
races between various Indian tribes 
of the Northwest and such features as 
are usual at Western regatta tourna-
ments. 

 Glenn Curtiss will have an aero-
plane and an hydro-aeroplane exhi-
bition lasting four days of the third 
week of the celebration. Mr. Curtiss is 
under contract to fly over land, seas 
and river, starting from the surface 
of the Columbia River, running at a 
speed of at least thirty-five miles an 
hour down to the mouth of the Co-
lumbia River, rising from the water 
without mechanical aid, circle over 
the beach to the Gearhart Hotel and 
return to the starting point flying in 
the air overland.

From the opening of the Centen-
nial to the close, there will be two 
fleets of battleships in the harbor, 
one detailed by the United States 
Government and one from the pick of 
the British Squadron. In addition the 
South American Republics and China  
and Japan have promised to detail 
battleships to the scene of the cen-
tennial and participate in land and 
marine pageants.

Your port in a storm for over two hundred years.

WM. EDGAR
Dealer in

Cigars, Tobacco and Cigarettes
Meerschaum and Brier Pipes

GENUINE ENGLISH CUTLERY
Revolvers and Cartridges.

CORNER MAIN AND CHENAMUs STS.


